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The article you just read introduces a way of thinking about
digital curiosity.
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Behind that perspective are several well-established ideas from
psychology, education, and learning science.
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This companion isn't designed to be exhaustive.This companion isn't designed to be exhaustive.

Instead, it offers a starting point. A collection of concepts you
can return to whenever curiosity leads you a little further.

Instead, it offers a starting point. A collection of concepts you
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Because sometimes understanding the research is another
way of keeping a question alive.

Because sometimes understanding the research is another
way of keeping a question alive.



Epistemic CuriosityEpistemic Curiosity11

The desire to learn simply because not knowing feels incomplete. Unlike curiosity driven
by rewards or external pressure, epistemic curiosity comes from an intrinsic motivation

to understand.

The desire to learn simply because not knowing feels incomplete. Unlike curiosity driven
by rewards or external pressure, epistemic curiosity comes from an intrinsic motivation

to understand.

You finish reading an article. Instead of stopping there, you open another tab because
you genuinely want to understand the idea more deeply.

Nobody asked you to. You simply wanted to know.

You finish reading an article. Instead of stopping there, you open another tab because
you genuinely want to understand the idea more deeply.

Nobody asked you to. You simply wanted to know.

Digital environments haven't created epistemic curiosity.

They've expanded the number of people and ideas that curiosity can reach.
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Information Gap TheoryInformation Gap Theory22

People become curious when they notice a gap between what they already know and what
they want to know. The gap itself creates psychological tension that encourages

exploration.
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You read: "Cakes often taste better the next day."
Now you wonder: Why?

That tiny gap becomes the beginning of learning.

You read: "Cakes often taste better the next day."
Now you wonder: Why?

That tiny gap becomes the beginning of learning.

Many online searches begin not with certainty, but with a small gap in understanding.Many online searches begin not with certainty, but with a small gap in understanding.
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Inquiry-Based LearningInquiry-Based Learning33

A learning approach built around asking questions rather than memorising answers.
Understanding develops through investigation, observation, and discussion.
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Instead of searching: "Best bread recipe"
you ask: "Why does kneading change bread's texture?"

The question itself becomes part of the learning process.
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The internet works best when it helps us ask better questions—not simply find
faster answers.

The internet works best when it helps us ask better questions—not simply find
faster answers.



Self-Directed LearningSelf-Directed Learning44

Choosing what you learn, when you learn it, and often who you learn from.
Instead of relying entirely on formal education, learners actively seek knowledge

themselves.

Choosing what you learn, when you learn it, and often who you learn from.
Instead of relying entirely on formal education, learners actively seek knowledge

themselves.

Watching a lecture. Reading research. Emailing an expert. Joining a community.
Following your own curiosity.
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Following your own curiosity.
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Digital curiosity often allows people to build their own learning journey across
disciplines and countries.

Digital curiosity often allows people to build their own learning journey across
disciplines and countries.



Communities of PracticeCommunities of Practice55

Groups of people who learn together by sharing experiences, questions, and practical
knowledge.

Learning happens through participation rather than instruction alone.

Groups of people who learn together by sharing experiences, questions, and practical
knowledge.

Learning happens through participation rather than instruction alone.

A photography community. A coding forum. A baking group.
Members gradually improve by observing and contributing.

A photography community. A coding forum. A baking group.
Members gradually improve by observing and contributing.
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Many online communities become places where curiosity grows collectively rather
than individually.

Many online communities become places where curiosity grows collectively rather
than individually.



Social LearningSocial Learning66

Learning by observing, interacting with, and learning from other people.
Ideas often spread through conversations as much as through textbooks.
Learning by observing, interacting with, and learning from other people.
Ideas often spread through conversations as much as through textbooks.

Someone shares an interesting observation online.
You begin researching the topic yourself.

One person's curiosity quietly becomes another's.

Someone shares an interesting observation online.
You begin researching the topic yourself.

One person's curiosity quietly becomes another's.
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Curiosity can spreads socially before it spreads academically.Curiosity can spreads socially before it spreads academically.



Strength of Weak TiesStrength of Weak Ties77

People outside our closest circles often introduce us to entirely new ideas, opportunities,
and perspectives because they move through different worlds than we do.

People outside our closest circles often introduce us to entirely new ideas, opportunities,
and perspectives because they move through different worlds than we do.

A person you barely know recommends a book.
Months later, that book changes how you think.
A person you barely know recommends a book.
Months later, that book changes how you think.
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The internet quietly expands our network of weak ties.
Sometimes the next important idea doesn't come from our closest friends. It

comes from someone we almost never would have met.

The internet quietly expands our network of weak ties.
Sometimes the next important idea doesn't come from our closest friends. It

comes from someone we almost never would have met.



Curiosity doesn’t always grow in isolation.Curiosity doesn’t always grow in isolation.
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Sometimes it begins with a question. Sometimes with another
person's excitement. Sometimes with an ordinary observation

that quietly refuses to leave your mind.

Sometimes it begins with a question. Sometimes with another
person's excitement. Sometimes with an ordinary observation

that quietly refuses to leave your mind.

The internet gives our questions extraordinary places to travel.The internet gives our questions extraordinary places to travel.
What they become after that is still wonderfully up to us.What they become after that is still wonderfully up to us.

Continue Exploring.

Neurinative

Continue Exploring.

Neurinative
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