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The psychology behind how the
internet vreshaped whevre our
questions can travel.




u/ on Exists
dir troduces a way of thinking about
ﬁgltal curiosity.
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,u,u L‘ ors ectlve arc sceveral well-established ideas from
PSyc ology, cducation, and learning science.
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~ This companion isn't designed to be exhaustive.
Instead, i @ffers a starting point. A collection of concepts you

1N 1C L;;{‘m t'@ Whenever curiosity lecads vou a little further.

Bec. 1,“ understandmg the research is another
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You finish read g an article. Instead of stopping there, you open another tab because
S -*____you genuinely want to understand the idea more deeply.

- Nobody asked you to. You simply wanted to know.

"umber of pcople and ideas that curiosity can reach.
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Information Gap Theory
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to know. The “creates psychological tension that encourages
I CXploration.

read: "Cakes often taste better the next day."
s Now you wonder: Why?
That tiny gap becomes the beginning of learning.

nnection Lo this article

Many online searches begin not with certainty, but with a small gap in understanding.
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® r.“al' educatlon learners actively seck knowledge
themseclves.

ure. Reading resecarch. Emailing an expert. Joining a community.
Following your own curiosity.
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Learning happens “ part1c1pat10n rather than instruction alone.

a community. A coding forum. A baking group.

gradually improve by observing and contributing.

nnection Lo this article




a 1,-1;_-.,'_ q:"'_i'r_.f &
2 e

'...-r e

e A ,f; -‘,;'f

...I:IPI. .
.r

al Learnmg

i -
- ?-\.r
'-.
A
L

| w_COI]V@I‘S&ItIOIlS as much as through textbooks.

You begin researching the topic yourself.
;-_;:j;One person's curiosity quictly becomes another's.
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- A person you barely know recommends a book.

Months later, that book changes how you think.
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v docst -.flways grow in isolation.
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st q

S0N'S wﬂ:; rent. Sometimes with an ordinary observation
4 art at qunetly refuses to leave your mind.
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hc uu@;- 1 et glves our questions extraordinary places to travel.

What Lhw’ become after that is still wonderfully up to us.

) ﬁ 40
'i'j"-.-" T -
e 0T, '-';' s 8
Y _.":l:_.‘ .._i‘ - B

& TL L i s,

-;
-' '%: [ R -I::_;.

-'r_ TR
.'J-' .1- f ]

;,o *fN eumnatwe




	Research Companion
	Digital Curiosity
	Why This Companion Exists
	Epistemic Curiosity
	Connection to this article

	Information Gap Theory
	Connection to this article

	Inquiry-Based Learning
	Connection to this article

	Self-Directed Learning
	Connection to this article

	Communities of Practice
	Connection to this article

	Social Learning
	Connection to this article

	Strength of Weak Ties
	Connection to this article

	A Small Reflection
	Curiosity doesn’t always grow in isolation.
	Sometimes it begins with a question. Sometimes with another person's excitement. Sometimes with an ordinary observation that quietly refuses to leave your mind.
	The internet gives our questions extraordinary places to travel.
	What they become after that is still wonderfully up to us.


